
Welcome to the 
U.S. National Academies

Water Science and Technology Board
Committee on Hydrologic Science 

National Academy of Sciences (NAS) chartered by Congress in 1863 to

"investigate, examine, experiment, and report upon any subject of science or art 
whenever called upon to do so by any department of the government. “



National Research Council (NRC) 
is the operating arm of NAS

Created in 1916 in response to 
the threat of World War I
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Water Science and Technology Board (WSTB)

• Pre-1982: water issues 
dealt with on ad hoc
basis by various 
science, engineering, 
and policy boards. 

• Post-1982: a diversity 
of water-related issues 
are handled under one 
roof - the WSTB.
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