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CEOS AND IGOSCEOS AND IGOS--P: EARTH OBSERVATION P: EARTH OBSERVATION 
COORDINATION MECHANISMSCOORDINATION MECHANISMS

Mechanisms for coordinating and promoting Earth Mechanisms for coordinating and promoting Earth 
observations:observations:
ll Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS)Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS)

44 space agencies and Earth observation data users44 space agencies and Earth observation data users

ll Integrated Global Observing StrategyIntegrated Global Observing Strategy--Partnership Partnership 
(IGOS(IGOS--P)P)
14 international and UN organizations, including CEOS14 international and UN organizations, including CEOS

ll Group on Earth Observations and the Global Earth Group on Earth Observations and the Global Earth 
Observing System ofObserving System of
SystemsSystems
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IGOS-P DECIDED THAT THE BEST WAY TO ADDRESS THE
COMPLEX NATURE OF EARTH OBSERVATIONS WAS THROUGH
THEMES.



A VISION THAT MOTIVATES IGWCO COLLABORATION: 
IMPLEMENTING A NEW APPROACH TO WATER

MANAGEMENT IN OUR LIFETIMES THAT IS
FACILITATED BY OBSERVATIONS

AND IMPROVED PREDICTION
SYSTEMS.  

OBSERVATIONS

IMPROVED CAPABILITY
TO ASSIMILATE AND
PREDICT

INTEGRATED DECISION
SUPPORT SYSTEMSE
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Towards a Global Observing 
System of Systems

IGOS-P  IS DEVELOPING 
THE STRATEGY FOR

INTEGRATING
OBSERVATIONAL

SYSTEMS

GEO IS DEVELOPING 
A PLAN FOR  A GLOBAL 

EARTH OBSERVING 
SYSTEM OF SYSTEMS 

(GEOSS)

GEWEX, ESSP, ETC ARE
CARRYING OUT THE RESEARCH

NEEDED TO DEVELOP A PREDICTION
AND INFORMATION SYSTEM



1. Provide a framework for guiding decisions on
priorities and strategies regarding water cycle
observations for:

- Monitoring climate variability and change,
- Effective water management and

sustainable development of the world’s
water resources,

- Societal applications for resource
development and environmental
management,

- Specification of initial conditions for
weather and climate forecasts,

- Research directed at priority water cycle
questions

2. Promote strategies that facilitate the
processing, archiving and distribution of water
cycle data products

THE INTEGRATED GLOBAL WATER CYCLETHE INTEGRATED GLOBAL WATER CYCLE
OBSERVING THEME (IGWCO) HAS THEOBSERVING THEME (IGWCO) HAS THE
FOLLOWING OBJECTIVES:FOLLOWING OBJECTIVES:
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CEOP HAS PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE IN:

1) THE LAUNCH OF IGWCO (CEOP WAS ADOPTED BY CEOS AS A 
PRECURSOR TO A WATER CYCLE THEME).

2) THE VISIBILITY OF IGWCO (CEOP IS HIGHLY VALUED IN CEOS
AND IGOS-P CIRCLES.  IGWCO GAINS VISIBILITY BY
ASSOCIATION WITH CEOP).

3) THE IMPLEMENTATION OF IGWCO (IN SOME CASES CEOP
ACTIVITIES HAVE PROVIDED A BASE FOR IGWCO ACTIVITIES SUCH
AS CAPACITY BUILDING.  IT HAS ALSO HELPED TO
BRING SOME PARTNERS INTO IGWCO).
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LATIN AMERICA CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP

LOCATION: BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA

DATES: OCTOBER 26 - 28, 2005

PURPOSE: TO PROVIDE WATER MANAGERS THROUGHOUT LATIN
AMERICA (SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA) WITH INFORMATION
AND ACCESS TO EARTH OBSERVATIONS AND TECHNOLOGIES TO
SUPPORT IMPROVED WATER MANAGEMENT.

PARTICIPANTS: WATER MANAGERS, POLICY MAKERS IN
WATER RESOURCES, OPERATIONAL HYDROLOGISTS AND
HYDROLOGICAL RESEACHERS IN SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA.

CONCLUSION:  A PROGRAM IS NEEDED IN LATIN AMERICA TO ENCOURAGE
INTERACTIONS BETWEEN USERS AND INFORMATION PROVIDERS.  IGWCO
AND CONAE WILL WORK TOGETHER TO DEVELOP A FRAMEWORK FOR
SUCH A RESEARCH AND APPLICATIONS PROGRAM.

FUNDERS: CONAE, NOAA, NASA, WMO (HWR), UNESCO, INA, GEO



WHAT’S NEW FOR IGWCO IN 2006
- NEW LEADERSHIP IN THE IGWCO EXECUTIVE WITH WMO
TAKING THE LEAD.

- ONE AND POSSIBLY TWO CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOPS
(INCLUDING ONE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA).

- THE LAUNCH OF A JOINT GARS-UNESCO-IGWCO GROUNDWATER
WORKING GROUP.

- A MARCH 2006 WORKSHOP (AT ESTEC) ON IN-SITU SOIL
MOISTURE MEASUREMENTS FOR VALIDATION PURPOSES.

-A SPECIAL SESSION ON SPACE OBSERVATIONS FOR WATER
MANAGEMENT AT THE WORLD WATER FORUM IV MEETING.

- COORDINATION WITH GEO ON SEVERAL WORK PLAN GOALS
INCLUDING ONE OR TWO WATER CYCLE WORKSHOPS IN LATE
2006.

- A GEO CP ON THE WATER CYCLE 


